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Illicit Antiquities
	Illicit antiquities refer to ancient items excavated or exported illegally from their source countries for collection or to get sold under the table. These actions often lead to loss of cultural heritage and knowledge since the countries of origin have an ownership right to these archaeological objects. The network documentary explores the illegal antiquity market of the 70s-90s.
	It explains how the business comprised of looting and desecrating ancient tombs and other archaeological sites. It was encouraged by museums and governments who accepted showcasing art from private collectors without question. The excuse was that if countries could not secure borders, then the problem was on them. 
	James Ede majorly narrates in the documentary explaining how this business inflated the art business, and the collection of these materials made archaeological material scarce. As a result, the price of antiquities skyrocketed, and the effects still affect today's market. Genuine dealers such as Nikolaos Koutoulakis started losing business to these looters.
	In the early 70s, archaeologists realised a lot of art was going missing, and this proved lethal for history. The Illicit Antiquities Research Center was created in Cambridge; as a result, becoming the first institute to deal with these illegal ventures. It fought to reduce illegal antiquities from getting marketed freely. The centre considered all antiquities illicit until proven licit. Antiquities could not get traded unless their provenance got done
	Over the following years, more parties joined the fight, including governments and the antiquities black market was unravelled with objects worth billions getting recovered and returned to their countries of origin. A name frequently mentioned in the documentary was Symes who was considered the head of this syndicate.
	The documentary concludes by insisting the illicit looting got done and the only viable option is to apologise to the affected countries and return their valuables. 
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